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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 11,12 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Price-Francis (5,815,252). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Price-Francis discloses an identification method comprising 
entering first, i.e., extracted biometric data of a user, and second, i.e., additional biometric data 
representing a different physical characteristic, pieces of biometric information comparing data 
representative of the first piece of biometric information with stored data held in a first data 
store, i.e., optical card, comparing data representative of the second piece of biometric 
information with stored data held in a second data store, i.e., PU 37,and operating a device using 
the results of the two comparisons, i.e., non-independent comparisons. What this means is that 
the individual recognition system instructs the controller to obtain the additional biometric data 
depending upon the results of the initial comparison. For example, if the initial comparison does 
not find a match/same fingerprint when comparing the stored biometric data against biometric 
data of the user obtained via scanning, Price-Francis obtains the additional biometric data and 
repeats the comparison until a match is found (See Fig. 2; col.2, lines 35-44; col. 7, lines 5-12; 
and col. 8, lines 19-39. Applicant's attention is also invited at col. 5, lines 1-17). 
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With regard to claim 12, a method according to claim 11, wherein one of the first and 
second data stores comprises a portable data store (See for example, col. 8, lines 40-41). 

With regard to claim 14, a method according to claim 11, wherein the first and second 
pieces of biometric information form parts of a single biometric characteristic (given the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, this feature reads on biometric characteristic obtained from 
the same person or individual) (See for example, col. 7, lines 5-14). 

With regard to claim 15, a method according to claim 14, wherein the single biometric 
characteristic comprises one of a fingerprint pattern and an iris pattern (See for example, col. 7, 
lines 5-5-8). 

With regard to claim 16, a method according to claim 1 1, wherein the first and second 
pieces of biometric information are entered sequentially (See for example, col. 7, lines 29-26; 
and col. 2, lines 35-42). 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-2 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lin, et al 



(6,393,139). 
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With regard to claim 1, Lin, et al discloses a secure control system for use in controlling 
the operation of a device having a plurality of functions, i.e., granting or denying access rights to 
various applications: file, program or machine, to various users (See for example, col. 1, lines 6- 
8; and col. 2, lines 47-58; and col. 4, lines 61-65), comprising inputting fingerprint pattern data 
relating to a fingerprint pattern of an individual using a fingerprint pattern reader, i.e., fingerprint 
capturing device, comparing the fingerprint pattern data with stored fingerprint pattern data to 
identify the individual whose fingerprint pattern data has been input and to identify to which of 
the individual's fingers the fingerprint pattern data relates, and controlling the operation of the 
device in response to the data representative of the identity both of the individual and of the 
finger (Lin, et al grant access by identifying the identity of the user via fingerprints and the 
fingerprint sequence, which indeed identifies the user's specific finger ) to perform a selected 
one of the plurality of functions (See for example, col. 3, line 37 through col. 4, line 11; and 
particularly col. 4, line 57 through col. 5, line 14) . 

With regard to claim 2, a system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the device comprises a 
computer system and the data representative of the identity of the individual and of the finger are 
used in controlling access rights (See Figs. 1-3 and 5). 

With regard to claim 7, a secure data entry system comprising assigning a data character, 
i.e., L1-L5 and R1-R5, to each of a plurality of an individual's fingers (See Fig. 1), inputting 
fingerprint pattern data relating to a fingerprint pattern of an individual using a fingerprint 
pattern reader, i.e., fingerprint capturing device, and comparing the fingerprint pattern data with 
stored fingerprint data to identify the individual whose fingerprint data has been input and to 
identify to which of the individual's fingers the fingerprint pattern data relates to determine 
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which data character has been input (See for example, col. 3, line 37 through col. 4, line 30; and 
particularly col. 4, line 57 through col. 5, line 14). 

With regard to claim 8, a system as claimed in claim 7, wherein each data character 
comprises a numeric digit, and using the system to input a number (See Fig. 1). 

With regard to claim 9, a system as claimed in claim 8, wherein the step of comparing is 
repeated at least once using fresh fingerprint data to permit a multi-digit number or numeric 
sequence to be input (See the loop shown in Fig. 5 which is carried out based on the judgment 
made at item 660, in Fig. 5). 

With regard to claim 10, an input device comprising an array of fingerprint sensor 
regions, the input device outputting signals dependent upon which of a user's finger is used and 
which sensor region is used at a given time (See col. 3, line 37 through col. 4, line 39. The 
secured device of Lin, et al does inherently require an array of finger print sensor regions to 
output signals/control signals based on the finger/s used and the sensor region used). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/720,74 1 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2624 

6. Claims 3-6, 1 1 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lin, et al. (6,393,139). 

With regard to claim 3, Lin, et al discloses all of the claimed subject matter as already 
discussed above in paragraph 4, and the arguments are not repeated herein, but are incorporated 
by reference. Although Lin, et al does not the specific term "switch mechanism", It would have 
been obvious if not inherent that Lin, et al does use the identity of the user/s and the finger to 
switch from one application program, file or machine to the other based on so that users will be 
authorized to access or deny the access to one or allow another based on the access requirement 
shown in Fig. 3, for example. 

With regard to claim 4, a system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the device includes a 
plurality of sensor regions, each sensor region having a plurality of functions associated 
therewith, i.e., right thumb sensing and left thumb sensing, the function performed by the device 
depending upon the finger used to operate the device and which sensor region is used to input the 
fingerprint (See for example, col. 4, lines 19-30). 

With regard to claim 5, a system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising subsequently 
inputting second fingerprint pattern data relating to a second fingerprint pattern i.e., fingerprint 
entering sequence. Please note, any one of the sequences would read on this feature other than 
the first number in the sequence, of the individual, i.e., user 1, user 2 . . . user n, comparing the 
second fingerprint pattern data with stored fingerprint pattern data to identify the individual 
whose second fingerprint pattern data has been input and to identify to which of the individual's 
fingers the second fingerprint pattern data relates, and controlling the operation of the device in 
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response to the data representative of the identity both of the individual and of the finger to 
switch to a condition in which a second selected one of the plurality of functions can be 
performed (See Figs 3 and 5 and their associated text). 

With regard to claim 6, a system as claimed in claim 5, wherein the selected one of the 
plurality of functions and the second selected one of the plurality of functions grant different 
access rights to the user (which reads on col. 4, line 31-53; and Fig. 3). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , an identification method comprising entering first and second 
pieces of biometric information, i.e., a combination of different biometric information, such as 
iris and/or facial and/or fingerprint, biometric comparing data representative of the first piece of 
biometric information with stored data held in a first data store, comparing data representative of 
the second piece of biometric information with stored data held in a second data store, and 
operating a device using the results of the two comparisons, i.e., accessing application based on 
the comparisons (See col. 5, lines 28-38). Although Lin, et al doe not expressly call for a first 
and second data store. Instead, Lin, et al uses a single storage, i.e., secure device, to store the 
combination of different biometric information. It would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to modify the teaching of Lin, et al by having a first and second data store to store the 
various biometric information, since applicant has not disclosed that having a first and second 
data store solves any stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the single 
storage of Lin, et al would perform equally well at any number of data store. 

With regard to claim 13, a method according to claim 11, wherein the first and second 
pieces of biometric information are entered simultaneously (which reads on col. 5, lines 28-38). 
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With regard to claim 14, a method according to claim 11, wherein the first and second 
pieces of biometric information form parts of a single biometric characteristic (given the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, this feature reads on biometric characteristic obtained from 
the same person or individual) (See for example, Fig. 1). 

With regard to claim 15, a method according to claim 14, wherein the single biometric 
characteristic comprises one of a fingerprint pattern and an iris pattern (See for example, col. 5, 
lines 28-31). 

With regard to claim 16, a method according to claim 11, wherein the first and second 
pieces of biometric information are entered sequentially (See for example, Fig. 1). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US Patent Number 6728881and 6400836; and a publication to: Plunkett, et al 
"Fingerprint Verification for Smartcards". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL G. MARIAM whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7394. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW BELLA can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




'ANIEL GM ARIAM - 



Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2624 



March 23, 2007 



